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Hi, everyone!  This is our first official newsletter since 

we arrived here in Thailand, so we’re sure you want to 

know what these first three months have been like.  We’ll 

do our best in such a short space, but please e-mail us or 

check our website if you want to know more. 

We happened to arrive in the middle of the Thai New 

Year, and everyone was on holiday for a while, so for a few 

weeks we did not have a normal schedule.  It was a blessing 

from God, as He used that time to draw us to Him and allow 

us to become familiar with our new home. 

Now we have started taking language classes in the 

early afternoon – 2 hours a day, 5 days a week.  It has been 

both fun and frustrating at times, but we are anxious to learn 

(more about that later). 

Most evenings, and all day Saturday, we spend our time 

at Im Jai House – an orphanage about twenty minutes south 

of Chiang Mai city.  There are now 54 kids at the orphanage 

from ages 6 to 17, along with a Thai staff of 10 and a 

foreign staff of 7.  

Ladda is the founder 

and mother of the 

orphanage.  She is an 

amazing woman of God 

and we have great 

respect for her wisdom 

and faith.  Even though 

she barely knew us, she 

says that the first time 

she met us she saw Jesus’ love in our hearts, and she has 

great trust in us with her children. 

Our relationships with the kids have been the most 

exciting thing.  We came here intending to start our own 

orphanage, and we began working at Im Jai as a place to 

learn from.  Now we have been accepted as part of a family 

with 54 little brothers and sisters, and we are asking God 

what He intends for us and these relationships.  We do not 

want to be like every other volunteer that has come and 

inevitably left – not only for their sakes, but for our own as 

well, as we have fallen in love with them.  As with 

everything in our lives, we are trying to follow God 

exclusively, regardless of what we want or think. 

Sean has been spending much of his time at Im Jai 

building relationships with the kids, as we all have.  He has 

begun tutoring one of the older 

girls in English as she prepares 

to attend the university soon.  

Sean also enjoys playing soccer 

with the older boys (when it’s 

not raining, of course).  He is 

also able to help many of the 

children with their math 

homework, and he has recently 

begun monitoring their shower 

time (no easy task with the little 

ones who would rather play than 

be clean!). 

Cindy has been able to use her experience and love of 

dance to teach dance to some of the kids.  They love it and 

almost wear her out asking nearly every day if she brought her 

music so they can dance again!  She is anxious to learn 

enough Thai so she can speak to the kids on a deeper level.  

They all know a little English, but except for a couple of older 

ones they cannot really carry a conversation – unfortunately at 

the moment that’s where 

we are in Thai as well.  

Cindy is also excited 

because Ladda has 

suggested that, after we 

return from our trip to 

Hawaii in July, we begin 

doing Bible studies with 

some of the older children. 

For Adam, words are how he prefers to communicate, so 

it has been frustrating for him at times that he cannot speak to 

the children the way he wants to.  So, like Cindy, he is anxious 

to learn Thai well and fast.  In the meantime, he has been 

practicing what he knows, playing with the children, and 

learning how to discipline with few (and poorly pronounced) 

words.  Adam is also excited at the idea of leading Bible 

studies with the older children when we return, and he is 

looking forward to whatever it is that God has planned for our 

futures. 

There are lots of ways that you can pray.  Here are some 

of the ones that are important to us right now, but you can ask 

God for how you can pray more specifically: 

• Pray that we would be able to communicate 

effectively with the children and the Thai people, by 

any means necessary. 

• Pray that we would have the faith to trust in God for 

whatever His plans are, whether or not they align 

with ours. 

• Pray for unity for the three of us. 

• Pray that God would provide us with a place to live at 

the beginning of August (when we have to leave our 

current place). 

• Pray for our relationship with Im Jai House and that 

we would be open to God’s plans for it, especially as 

Im Jai moves to a new site and structure in October. 

• Pray for an inner city ministry that Sean will be a part 

of with a friend of ours here when we return from 

Hawaii. 

A single-page is not nearly enough to express what’s 

going on here, and we would love to hear from you.  So please 

feel free to e-mail us and visit our website where we post 

updates at least weekly about what God’s doing here (along 

with lots more pictures!). 

 

Website: http://firewatching.com/itsara 

Adam: AdamLHeine@yahoo.com 

Cindy: cpheine@yahoo.com 

Sean: snabott@yahoo.com 


