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Our 7 children are growing, and we are growing as we learn 
to care for them. At the same time our houses are going up 
fast – they’ll be nearly done by the next newsletter, and 
we’ll have moved by the one after that. It’s exciting to see 
the future as it happens. 

 

Kids. As any parent knows, this job has 
its ups and downs. The downs can be 
really depressing, especially with kids 
that aren’t secure in our love for them – 
or anybody’s love, for that matter. But 
likewise, the ups are that much brighter. 

We’ve had some breakdowns in the 
last couple of months that have taught us 
quite a lot. Though we know we can’t “fix” these kids after 
all the hurts they’ve been through, we do know that the very 
best hope for them is love and perseverance (i.e. not giving 
up on them), even if they don’t recognize it. It’s hard work, 
but it’s more character building than I thought possible. 

One thing we’ve been doing is trying to take the kids 
out one at a time with either Adam or Cindy. Pretty much 
everybody is different in a group than when you get them 
alone, and these kids are no different. We’ve had some great 
times with them so far and look forward to continuing these 
dates as time goes on. 

We can’t write about every child in every newsletter, so 
we’ll try to focus on one or two.  Pan is the second oldest. 
Her grandmother, almost the last of her family, died recently. 
She’s been struggling with that and re-struggling with the 
loss of her parents (her dad died only a few months before 
she came to us). She admits that when she first came to us 
she didn’t really know us or trust our love, but she has 
grown to really love it here since. 

Lutiya, our youngest (except for 
Isaac and Abigail), seems to be 
accepting this more as her home. She 
has asked to do chores that she hasn’t 
had to do for being younger, and 
she’s been more affectionate with 
Adam which is a really good sign. 
She still gets mad sometimes when 
she’s told what to do, but it happens 
less and less. 

 
Babies. Isaac is 14 months old now. He walks or runs 
everywhere and is increasingly discovering his boundaries. 
He talks all the time, though usually 
not with words. He does know how to 
greet in English and Thai, he likes 
waving bye-bye, and he loves to play 
“ja-eh” (Thai for peek-a-boo). 

Abigail is 10 months old and 
beautiful. She’s working on her first 
teeth which you can see in her 
constant smiles, and she’s working on 
her first steps all around the house. 

Houses. Work has been 
going quickly on the 
houses. The foundations 
are done, the rooftops are 
getting tiled, and most of 
the walls are up and 
getting stuccoed. We can 
walk around our houses 
now and see our designs 
in real life for the first time. It’s tricky making sure the 
workers are doing everything the way we expect, but 
fortunately Sean has been spending a lot of his time at the 
work site doing just that. 

We’ve paid most of the costs already, but we still have 
about $72,000 to pay before June. This is not counting costs 
for landscaping, a driveway, and daily living, which we 

estimate will cost us another 
$6,000 before we can move 
in. All told, we figure we’re 
about $9,000 short as we 
write this. If you’d like to 
help us out with that, and 
you don’t already know how, 
e-mail us or visit our 
website. It’s easy. 

 
Visitors. On Christmas, we had a veritable invasion by no less 
than 10 Heines. Adam’s parents, brothers, sisters, nieces, and 
soon-to-be brother came to stay with us for almost two weeks. 
We hit a lot of tourist spots with them and with our family 
here. The kids had a great time with everyone. 

In January, Cindy’s parents came to visit us (though we 
all know they really came 
to see Isaac). It was a 
blessing because Adam 
and especially Cindy 
found themselves more 
free than they’ve been in a 
while with Isaac taken 
care of and Cindy’s mom 
cooking most of the time. 

 
Prayer. We need your prayers more than anything. Here are 
specific things you can pray for: 

• Communication with the kids, especially in Thai. 

• Patience for Adam and Cindy as they deal with 
troubled teenagers. 

• Wisdom as we love and discipline the children. 

• Health. We’ve had a wave of sicknesses, especially 
stomachs and headaches. 

• God’s continued provision as we put all we own into 
these houses, trusting him for our daily needs. 

• Pray for the kids’ education. A couple are struggling, 
and Pan is starting junior college in May. 


